




‘Blah, Blah, Blah’ is a presentation of works from 
Bochner’s popular thesaurus painting series, which 
consists of lists of synonyms displayed in rainbow-
coloured palettes, often featuring a single word 
repeated in painterly capital letters as seen in his 
pioneering piece Blah, Blah, Blah (2008), after which 
the exhibition is named. 

The exhibition celebrates the beauty of text in art and 
its aesthetic importance. Each piece carries Bochner’s 
sardonic, humourous and nostalgic signature and offers 
a depth of meaning that goes far beyond appearance. 
‘Blah, Blah, Blah’ offers the viewer a visual exploration 
of the interplay between language and image and 
the power of words in modern society. Bochner aims 
to confuse the viewer by challenging them with 
philosophical puzzles and rhetorical questions.
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Mel Bochner is an American Conceptual Artist and currently 
lives in New York. He received his BFA and honorary Doctor 
of Fine Arts in 2005 from the School of Art at Carnegie 
Mellon University and is recognised as one of the leading 
figures in the development of Conceptual art in New York 
in the 1960s and 1970s. Emerging at a time when painting 
was increasingly discussed as outmoded, Bochner became 
part of a new generation of artists which also included Eva 
Hesse, Donald Judd, and Robert Smithson - artists, whom, 
like Bochner were looking at ways of breaking with Abstract 
Expressionism and traditional compositional devices. His 
pioneering introduction of the use of language in the visual, 
led Harvard University art historian Benjamin Buchloh to 
describe his 1966 Working Drawings as ‘probably the first 
truly conceptual exhibition’.

Bochner came of age during the second half of the 1960s, 
a moment of radical change, both in society at large as well 
as in art. While painting slowly lost its preeminent position 
in modern art, language moved from talking about art to 
becoming part of art itself. Bochner has consistently probed 
the conventions of both painting and of language, the way 
we construct and understand them, and the way they relate 
to one another to make us more attentive to the unspoken 
codes that underpin our engagement with the world.
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MEL BOCHNER
Blah, Blah, Blah, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

124.5 x 182.8 cm  /  49 x 72 inch





MEL BOCHNER
Thank You, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

132.1 x 117.5 cm  /  52 x 46.25 inch





MEL BOCHNER
Crazy, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

127 x 165.7 cm  /  50 x 65.25 inch





MEL BOCHNER
Meaningless, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

127 x 171.5 cm  /  50 x 67.5 inch





MEL BOCHNER
HA HA, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

169.5 x 121.9 cm  /  66.75 x 48 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Oh Well, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

160.7 x 120 cm  /  63.25 x 47.25 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Top Dog, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

160.7 x 90.8 cm  /  63.25 x 35.75 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Eradicate, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

81.3 x 51.4 cm  /  32 x 20.25 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Babble, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

158.8 x 119.4 cm  /  62.5 x 47 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Money, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

158.8 x 81.3 cm  /  62.5 x 32 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Blah, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

86.36 x 89.41 cm  /  34 x 35.2 inch





MEL BOCHNER
Obvious, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

80.6 x 50.8 cm  /  31.75 x 20 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Head Honcho, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

76.2 x 50.8 cm  /  30 x 20 inch



MEL BOCHNER
All or Nothing, 2019

Monoprint in oil with engraving 
and embossment

76.2 x 64.8 cm  /  30 x 25.5 inch





MEL BOCHNER
Obscene, 2017

8 Colour Silkscreen
Edition of 30

156.8 x 118.1 cm  /  61.75 x 46.5 inch





MEL BOCHNER
Silence, 2013

19 colour water-based silkscreen 
with colour shifting inks

Edition of 20
152.4 x 114.3 cm  /  60 x 45 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Scoundrel, 2010

136 colour silkscreen
Edition of 20

152.4 x 114.3 cm  /  60 x 45 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Thanks, 2015

4 colour direct gravure etching
Edition of 20

55.6 x 45.7 cm  /  21.85 x 18 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Aggravate, 2010

2 colour etching with aquatint
Edition of 20

78.7 x 60.6 cm  /  31 x 23.85 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Criticize, 2010

2 colour etching with aquatint
Edition of 20

78.7 x 60.6 cm  /  31 x 23.85 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Liar, 2010

2 colour etching with aquatint
Edition of 20

78.7 x 60.6 cm  /  31 x 23.85 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Power, 2010

2 colour etching with aquatint
Edition of 20

78.7 x 60.6 cm  /  31 x 23.85 inch





MEL BOCHNER
Liar, 2008

Etching with aquatint with black ink 
on japanese surface gampi paper

Edition of 20
77.5 x 57.2 cm  /  30.5 x 22.5 inch



MEL BOCHNER
Liar, 2008

Etching with aquatint with black ink 
on japanese surface gampi paper

Edition of 20
77.5 x 57.2 cm  /  30.5 x 22.5 inch
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